The day of the Funeral

On the day of the funeral, the hearse and limousine will arrive at the family home in good time for the service. Flowers will have already been placed in the hearse, but if you have any additional wreaths, it is quite in order to give these to the funeral conductor now. When all is ready, you and your family will be shown to your seats in the accompanying limousine, and the cortege will move off.

Your conductor will walk in front of the vehicles for the first 100 or so paces, then stop, step to one side and bow to the hearse as a mark of respect, before the journey proper starts.

A little distance away from the place of service or crematorium, he or she will get out, and again walk ahead, until the hearse has reached the building's main entrance doors.

The minister or civil celebrant who is to take the funeral service will meet you here.  You may choose to go in first, or follow on after your loved one. Four or six bearers will carry the coffin, with the conductor leading –  if family members wish to bear instead, your funeral director will be happy to help arrange for this.

The Service

The form of service will vary, depending on whether it is a religious or civil ceremony. At some point, there will be a commemoration of your loved one's life, which can be read by the minister or celebrant – or by a son, daughter or friend. Do not worry about forgetting the words of any hymns, as these can be provided on printed service sheets. Expect the funeral service to last anything from 20 minutes to three-quarters of an hour, though it will feel that the time is passing far more slowly than it actually is.

Cremation

In a crematorium chapel, a service will end with the 'committal', which marks the point when you bid the final farewell to a loved one. Once this is over, the coffin will either roll away to disappear through a low door, or a set of curtains will be closed to hide it from view.


After a short pause for recollection, you will be ushered out of the chapel to view flowers and wreaths sent by well-wishers, which will be out laid outside.

Where a service is held in a place of worship, and your loved one is to be cremated, the hearse and accompanying limousine will go on to the crematorium immediately afterwards. The committal will then be held there, usually led by the same minister – though the conductor is able to do this if you wish. 

In the case of a burial, the committal will take place at the graveside. If this is near to a church, then the funeral director's bearers will carry the coffin this short distance. Alternatively, your loved one will be placed once more on to the hearse after the service, for the journey to the cemetery.

Burial

At the graveside, the bearers remain standing by the coffin, which is suspended over the opening. The minister or civil celebrant will recite some prayers or give a reading. As these near their end, the bearers will start to lower your loved one into the ground using strong tapes. When the coffin is at rest, the funeral conductor will pass around with a box containing loose earth, and invite first yourself and then immediate family, to each take a handful of soil and let this fall into the open grave in turn.

After the Funeral

The formal part of the funeral is now at an end. The minister or civil celebrant may now come across to offer some words of comfort, and when you feel ready, your conductor will gently lead you and your family back to the waiting limousine. The conductor will then accompany you and your family home in the limousine, or to where the reception is to be held for those who attended the funeral.

Wreaths and flowers at a burial are normally left by the graveside. Cards and any messages of sympathy that came with them will in any case be collected, and passed on to you later. 
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